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Robert P. Ball (Term expires 1974)
John H. Lyman (Term expires 1975)
Wilfred L. Wessels (Term expires 1976)
Board of Education
Lafayette Regional School District
From Franconia:
Wendy T. Ford (Term expires 1974)
Louise N. Peabody (Term expires 1975)
Water Commissioners
Curtis H. Brockelman (Term expires 1974)
Wilfred L. Wessels (Term expires 1975)
Merrill M. Brooks (Term expires 1976)
Library Trustees
Natalie B. Shores (Term expires 1974)
Esther A. Brockelman (Term expires 1974)
Joseph W. Fobes (Term expires 1975)
David Ackley (Term expires 1975)
Stuart Machlin (Term expires 1976)
Linda Ford (Term expires 1976)
Treasurer Tax CoUector
Sheila A. Jesseman J. P. Jesseman
Health Officer
Dr. Ralph A. Parker
Trustees of the Trust Funds
Archie B. Herbert (Term expires 1974)
G. Robert Jesseman (Term expires 1975)
James A. Moulton (Term expires 1976)
Supervisors of the Checklist
(Elected at Nov. biennial elections)
Curtis H. Brockelman (Term expires 1974)
Natalie B. Shores (Term expires 1976)













Auditor Overseer of the Poor
Robert M. Gilbert Selectmen
Planning Board
Robert L. Lawrence (Term expires 1974)
Joseph W. Fobes (Term expires 1974)
Ruth St. John (Term expires 1975)
Jere Peabody (Term expires 1975)
Dwight K. Taylor (Term expires 1976)
Austin M. Macaulay (Term expires 1976)
Zoning Board of Adjustments
James Brown (Term expires 1974)
Don Eastman (Term expires 1975)
Bertram Herbert (Term expires 1975)
Dwight K. Taylor (Term expires 1976)
Ronald Hunt (Term expires 1976)
Conservation Commission
Louise A. Grout (Term expires 1974)
Jerome Corsi (Term expires 1975)
William Briggs (Term expires 1975)
Stanley N. Mittleman (Term expires 1976)
Ruth St. John (Term expires 1976)






Mature Wood & Timber 13,800.00
Mobile Homes (35) 160,150.00
Gross Valuation $11,152,150.00
Less: Elderly Exemptions (9) 25,900.00




Total Town Appropriations $177,753.12
Less: Estimated Revenues & Credits 109,632.78
Net Town Appropriations $ 68,120.34
Net School Appropriation 139,834.46
County Tax 26,743.91
Total Town, School and County-
Appropriations $234,698.71
Deduct: Reimb. a/c Property Exempted
1970 Special Session 5,882.00
$228,816.71
Add: Veteran's War Service Credits 2,300.00
Overlay, to cover abatements & refunds 2,534.54
Property Taxes to be Raised (*) $233,651.25
(*) Increase from 1972—$7,799.61
Taxes Committed to the Collector
:
Property Taxes $233,651.25
Less: Veterans' War Service Credits 2,300.00
Amount of Property Tax Warrant $231,351.25
Tax Rate: (per $100.00 valuation)
Town $ .63 (down 15c from 1972)
County .24 (same as 1972)
School 1.23 (up 15c from 1972)
$2.10 (same as 1972)
APPROPRIATIONS — 1973
Town Officers' Salaries $ 3,400.00
Town Officers' Expenses 4,400.00
Election & Registration Expenses 500.00
Expenses of Town Hall & Other Town Bldgs. 8,500.00
Reappraisals of Property 700.00
Employees' Retirement & Social Security 3,300.00
Police Department 11,000.00
Forest Fire Department 600.00
Fire Department 5,500.00
Fire Fighting Pay 1,000.00
Insurance 8,000.00
Planning & Zoning 300.00
Damages & Legal Expenses, incl. Dog Damage 750.00
Civil Defense 100.00
Health Dept., Hospital & Nursing Assn. 1,700.00
Vital Statistics 60.00
White Mt. Community Services 781.25




General Expenses of Highway Dept. 9,500.00
Town Road Aid 469.21
Road Oil Purchases 2,000.00
Sidewalk Upkeep 3,000.00
Library 3,000.00
Old Age Assistance 400.00
Town Poor 200.00
Parks & Playgrounds 7,000.00
Cemeteries 4,000.00
Information Booth Attendant 5,000.00
Advertising 1,500.00
Regional Association 1,015.91
White Mts. 93 Association 300.00
Interest on Temporary Loans 850.00
Interest on Serial Notes & Bonds 7,522.00
Bonds
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Land & Buildings:
Town Building and Land $ 60,000.00
Town Building Furniture & Equipment 2,000.00
Library, incl. Equipment 150,000.00
Fire-Police Station & Land 55,000.00
Highway Dept., Land & Buildings 20,000.00
Town Dump (Easton Road) 600.00
Land in Bethlehem 2,000.00
Gravel Pit 250.00


































C3 esj to^ CO CO
rr I> •*
o o oo o o
•<*i TT lO
o oo <o
^ CO 'r •rr 1-H o 1—
I
eo T-i lO o o 13 'i*^ CO o o o o c>












ift OS CO 05 CO c-q
c- «o eo esi CO ITS




lO O lO CD CO
C- O 1—I o eg
Tt" Lo o CO t>
csi o o «ri o
CM O O C5 O
lO IS CSl 05 c>








o oo o COODt-OlOoOOOCOCOr-tOCSCsOO'^OTfoooTt<esioi>
o o uo o oo o 1-H CD in
c» m o CO 00
O O O IfS CD
12
TOWN CLERK'S REPORT
For Fiscal Year Jan. 1, 1973 to Dec. 31, 1973
Joan E. Smith, Town Clerk Jan. 1, 1973
through March 6, 1973
Car Permit Fees—1973 $ 3,256.52





Amy W. Bahr, Town Clerk March 7, 1973
through Dec. 31, 1973
Car Permit Fees—1973 $ 10,241.67




This is to certify that I have audited the accounts of
the Tax Collector, Town Clerk, Treasurer, Selectmen,
Water Commissioners, Library Trustees and Trustees
of the Trust Funds for the year 1973. I have found all
accounts, to the best of my knowledge and belief, cor-










Accounts Owed by the Town:






Summary of Warrants—Levy of 1973
Property, Resident & Yield Taxes
Debits













1973 UNCOLLECTED PROPERTY TAXES
Ahlgren, Dorothy (M. Garvin, new owner) *$ 238.35




Cannon Mt. Realty Corp. *262.50
Chalet, Trust, c/o Sarah Carleton * 185.85
Chick, Robert *110.25
Clapp, Mildred *73.50





Ferrelli, Anthony & Ellen 342.30
Fini, Herbert *9.75
Flintlock Co., Inc. 2,041.20
Fox Hill Lane Trailer Park Assoc. *614.25
Franconia College *8,528.62
Franconia Inn, Inc. 3,119.55
Haggerty, John * 114.45
Harris, Stanley 105.00
Haskell, Rose *25.20
High, Dr. James *599.55
Hilgenberg, Carl 638.40
Hillwinds Inn, Inc. *3,284.40
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Total 63 names @ $10.00
* Paid Since Closing Books
$630.00
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UNCOLLECTED 1973 YIELD TAX
Crowe, Luther $ 29.62
SUMMARY OF WARRANTS — LEVY OF 1972
PROPERTY & RESIDENT TAXES
Debits:
Uncollected Taxes, Jan. 1, 1973:
Property Taxes $ 44,583.58
Resident Taxes 420.00
22
SUMMARY OF WARRANTS—LEVY OF 1971
Resident & Yield Taxes
Debits:
Uncollected Taxes, Jan. 1, 1973:
Resident Taxes $ 20.00
Yield Taxes 61.05
$ 81.05
Resident Tax Penalties 2.00
Total Debits $ 83.05
Credits
23
UNCOLLECTED YIELD TAXES—PRIOR TO 1970
Rexford, Rodney (1969) $297.67
Desrochers, Keith (1968) 62.04
Dovholuk, Paul (1964) 106.26
Dovholuk, Paul (1963) 46.36
$ 512.33





Cash on Hand, Jan. 1, 1973
Temporary Loans
Long Term Notes
Capital Reserve Funds Withdrawn
Franconia Water Dept. (on debt)




Town of Sugar Hill (Info. Booth






REVENUE SHARING FUNDS REPORT
Year Ending Dec. 31, 1973
1972 Revenue Sharing funds received
and placed in certificate of deposit until
1973 Town Meeting $ 13,812.00
Interest earned on certificate of deposit 144.94
Total 1972 funds available $ 13,956.94
Less: Withdrawal for partial payment on
Bickford Rd. bridge, March 26 6,811.20
Deposits to savings account,
Littleton Savings Bank:
March 15 Revenue Sharing funds $ 7,145.74
April 16 Revenue Sharing funds 4,085.00
July 10 Revenue Sharing funds 4,086.00
October 15 Revenue Sharing funds 4,190.00
December 31 Accrued interest 519.01
$ 7,145.74
Withdrawals from savings account,
Littleton Savings Bank:
December 26 Parking lot paving $ 4,307.40
Painting Bickford Rd. bridge 4,105.00
December 31 New sidewalk tractor 8,370.00
$ 20,025.75
$ 16,782.40
Balance in savings account, December 31 $ 3,243.35
OTHER FUNDS IN HANDS OF TREASURER
Savings account, Littleton National Bank:
Yield tax deposits, escrow account $ 169.37







Payments For Year Ending Dec. 31, 1973
SUMMARY OF PAYMENTS
30
Town of Franconia Receipts and
National Bank Stock Taxes:






From savings account for
:
Highways & Bridges 8,412.40
New Sidewalk Tractor 8,370.00
31
Payments For Year Ending Dec. 31, 1973
Health:
Vital Statistics 32.00
Health Dept., Hospital and
Nursing Association 1,655.70
Vv'hite Mt. Community Services 781.25




Town of Franconia Receipts and
Interest on Deposits
33
Payments For Year Ending Dec. 31, 1973
Public Service Enterprises:
Cemeteries 4,266.00
Information Booth Attendant 2,000.00
Chamber of Commerce Director 1,475.00
Advertising 1,500.00
Regional Association 1,015.91
White Mts. 93 Association 300.00
Interest
:
On Temporary Loans 726.96
On Serial Notes & Bonds 7,522.00
Indebtedness Payments:
Temporary Loans 45,000.00




(CONTINUED ON PAGE 35)
34




Hartford Ins. Co., cruiser damage











Payments For Year Ending Dec. 31, 1973
Payments to Reserve Funds:
Equipment Reserve Fund 10,904.75
Bridge Maint. Reserve Fund 2,000.00
12,904.75
Revenue Sharing Deposits to
Savings Account 11,280.74
Revenue Sharing Withdrawals 8,412.40
New Equipment 48,430.00
Town Construction 18,811.20




State of N.H. 1,258.73
146,992.00
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 37)
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Town of Franconia Receipts and
Recreation Program
—
Town of Sugar Hill 400.00
Information Booth Attendant
—
Town of Sugar Hill 1,200.00
Chamber of Commerce 275.00
Unclassified Refunds:
Bi-centennial Committee, loan 500.00
Marsha Howland, damage to
town property 74.38
Gifts to the Town:
Towards new fire truck cost—
Fire Dept., Women's Aux. 1,000.00
Franconia Fire Dept. 530.00












Long Term Notes— (Fire Truck)
:
Littleton National Bank 15,000.00
Temporary Loans:
Littleton National Bank 45,000.00
Total Receipts $437,412.95
Cash on Hand, Jan. 1, 1973 61,650.80
Equals totals, Summary of
Payments pages $499,063.75
37




DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS








Postmaster, Franconia, N.H. 341.15
Vernon Bahr 50.00
Harrison Publishing House 22.50
Courier Printing Co., Inc. 1,159.95
Littleton Office Supply 77.70
Raymond Marshall 19.00
Kelley the Florist 15.00
Littleton National Bank 2.00
Brown & Saltmarsh, Inc. 168.91
Wheeler & Clark 1.45
State of N.H. 1.04
N.E. Telephone 173.31





Natalie B. Shores, expenses
Election Meals (1972 & 1973) :
Fire Dept. Women's Auxiliary
Ballots & Election Notices:





































Mack's Men's Shop 170.37
J. B. Simons, Inc. 96.00
Russell Uniform Co. 1.54
Little Richard's Patch Co. 51.10
Jacob Aldrich 15.00
American Arms Co. 73.05
Cruiser Expenses:
TOWN MEETING WARRANT
Time of Meeting—7:30 P.M. March 5, 1974
Polls Open from 1:00 to 8:00 P.M.
1. To choose all necessary town officers for the
ensuing year.
2. Are you in favor of adopting the amendments
to the Franconia Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the
Planning Board?
3. To raise such sums of money as may be neces-
sary to defray town charges for the ensuing year and
make appropriations of the same, as set forth in the
following budget
:
Town Officers' Salaries $ 3,400.00
Town Officers' Expenses 5,200.00
Election & Registration Expenses 900.00
Expenses of Town Hall & Other Town Buildings 8,800.00
Reappraisals of Property 700.00
Employees' Retirement & Social Security 3,300.00
Police Department 11,600.00
Forest Fire Department 600.00
Fire Department 5,500.00
Fire Fighting Pay 1,000.00
Insurance 10,000.00
Planning & Zoning 300.00
Damages & Legal Expenses—incl. Dog Damage 750.00
Civil Defense 100.00
Health Dept., incl. Nursing Association 1,700.00
Vital Statistics 50.00
White Mt. Community Services 781.25




General Expenses of Highway Dept. 10,300.00
Town Road Aid 469.46
Road Oil Purchases 2,000.00
Library 3,200.00
Old Age Assistance 400.00
Town Poor 200.00
Parks & Playgrounds 4,000.00
Cemeteries 4,000.00
Information Booth Attendant 2,000.00
Advertising & Regional Associations 3,000.00
Interest on Temporary Loans 900.00
Interest on Serial Notes & Bonds 7,301.50
Sidewalk Construction & Upkeep
Article 7. To see if the town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $500.00 for the purpose of car-
rying out a feasibility study into the construction of a
town swimming pool, to be located in the village of
Franconia. That the construction costs be shared
through matching funds available from the Bureau of
Outdoor Recreation. That a special committee be cre-
ated to work along with the Recreation Committee and
the Planning Board to study the plan.
Article 8. To see if the town will vote to transfer
the responsibility for the operation of the Information
Booth from the selectmen to the board of directors of
the Chamber of Commerce.
Article 9. To see if the town will vote to transfer
the balance of $2,200 previously raised for Urban Plan-
ning Assistance to a trust fund to be used toward cre-
ating a tax map and a land use plan.
Article 10. To see if the town will vote to authorize
the selectmen to apply for, contract for and accept aid
relative to disasters, when and if the need should arise
in the future. Such authorization is required by the
federal government and would remain in effect until
rescinded.
Article 11. To see if the town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $1,000.00 to set up a continuing
land fund for use by the Franconia Conservation Com-
mission.
Article 12. To see if the town will vote to designate
each of the following described roads as scenic roads
under the provisions of RSA 253 : 17-18
:
(1) Wallace Hill Road, so-called, from Lafayette
Drive to the Bethlehem town line.
(2) Ridge Road, so-called, from Easton Road to
Lafayette Road.
Article 13. To see if the town will authorize the
use of the basement floor, including bathroom and
kitchen facilities, of the Franconia town hall from April
1, 1974 to April 1, 1975, 8:30 A.M. to 5:30 P.M., Mon-
day through Friday, for the purpose of a non-profit
child care center to be known as the Franconia Chil-
dren's Center. The Franconia Children's Center is an in-
corporated body organized by a parent and community
board in conformance with N. H. day care licensing re-
quirements. It is understood the legal responsibility and
appropriate insurance will be carried by the Franconia
Children's Center. A fee of $5.00 a week would be paid
by the Franconia Children's Center to the town of
Franconia to cover additional costs of utilities incurred
by this use of the space. The Franconia Children's Cen-
ter would accept responsibility for making the room
available for evening functions authorized by the town
of Franconia. (By petition)
Article 14. To see if the town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $250.00 for the development of
a pre-school/toddler playground. (By petition)
Article 15. To see if the town will vote to authorize
withdrawal from the revenue sharing fund established
under the provisions of the State and Local Assistance
Act of 1972 for use as set-offs against budget appropri-
ations in the amount indicated ; and further, to author-
ize the selectmen to make pro-rata reductions in the
amounts if estimated entitlements are reduced or to
take any other action thereon:
Appropriation Estimated Amount
Police Equipment $ 300.00
Solid Waste Disposal 3,000.00
$ 3,300.00
Article 16. To see if the town will authorize the
selectmen to borrow money in anticipation of taxes.
Article 17. To hear the reports of agents, auditors,
committees or their officers heretofore chosen and pass
any vote relative thereto.
Article 18. To transact any other business that
may legally come before the meeting.
SOURCES OF REVENUE
From State:
Interest & Dividends Tax
Savings Bank Tax
National Forest Reserve Fund






Reimb., State & Federal
Forest Lands
Loss of Taxes, Forest Land
From Local Sources Except Taxes:
Dog Licenses 250.00
Business Licenses, Permits &
Filing Fees
Rent of Town Buildings & Equip
Interest On Taxes & Deposits
Income From Trust Funds
Road Oil Sales
Water Dept., Payment On Debt
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Sale of Town Property
Sale of Cemetery Lots
Town History Sales










From Local Taxes Other Than
Property Taxes:
Resident Taxes Retained











Town Officers' Salai'ies $ 3,400.00
Town Officers' Expenses 4,400.00
Election & Registration Exp. 500.00
Expenses of Town Hall & Other
Town Buildings 8,500.00
Reappraisals of Property 700.00
Employees' Retirement &
Social Security 3,3(M).0O











Health Dept.—incl. Hospital &
Nursing Association
Vital Statistics
White Mt. Community Services

































Advertising & Regional Assoc.






Treasurer, Fire Dept. $ 1,070.50
Fire School Expenses:
Treasurer, Fire Dept. $ 200.00









Workmen's Compensation $ 1,470.00
Contractors' Equipment
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Detail 13—Damages & Legal Expenses,
Incl. Dog Damage
Dog & Cat Care & Disposal
:
Dick's House for Small Animals $ 70.00
Legal Fees:
Dodge, Moulton & Smith 394.67
Court Expenses:




Robert Gilbert $ 25.00
Equipment
:
State of N.H. 30.45
$ 55.45
Detail 15—Vital Statistics
Joan E. Smith, Town Clerk $ 32.00




Littleton Hospital Assoc. $ 1,000.00
Nursing Assoc. Appropriation:
North Country Home Health
Services Agency 583.00
Health Officer's Expenses:
Dr. Ralph A. Parker 58.20
Employees' First Aid Expense:
Littleton Hospital Assoc. 14.50
$ 1,655.70
Detail 17—White Mt. Community
Services Appropriation
White Mt. Community Services, Inc. $ 781.25
so
Detail 18—Town Dump & Rubbish Removal
Collection & Dump Maintenance:














Public Service Co. of N.H.:










Sears Roebuck & Co. ^
52
Gas, Diesel Fuel, Oil & Lube;
Cray Oil Co.
53
Detail 23—Town Road Aid
State of N.H. $ 469.21
Detail 24—Road Oil Purchases
Trimount Bituminous
Products Co. $ 630.55








Detail 31—Chamber of Commerce Director
Olive P. Stanard $ 100.00





Curran, Lavoie, Inc. $ 18,811.20
Detail 44—County Tax
Treasurer, Grafton County $ 26,743.91
Detail 45—School Tax
Lafayette Regional School District:
Balance of 1972-73 Approp. $ 63,989.36
On 1973-74 Appropriation 55,000.00
$118,989.36
Detail 46—Payments to the State of N.H.
Resident Taxes Remitted $ 176.85
Bond & Debt Retirement Tax
( 1 / 6 of Yield Taxes Collected) 1,081.88
.60
61





VALUATION OF HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT
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Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1973 $ 3,558.90
Water rentals 18,457.30
Sale of supplies 351.58
67
Current Assets
Cash on hand $ 3,410.89
Water rentals due 1,440.00
$ 4,850.89
Statement of Indebtedness
Jan. 1, 1973, long term debt $109,825.00
Town of Franconia, temporary loan 4,000.00
Total due Town, Jan. 1, 1973 $113,825.00
Town of Franconia, annual payment 4,775.00
$109,050.00
Town of Franconia, payment of temp, loan 4,000.00
$105,050.00
Current Assets 4,850.89
Total Net Debt $100,199.11
Fixed Assets
Water Storage Structures $ 77,860.00
Mains 28,500.00
Deep Wells - 28,300.00
Hydrants 2,100.00





Borrowed from Bookmobile 5,309
Borrowed from NHSL 863
Borrowed from other libraries 85
New borrower cards 155
Total active borrowers 412
State cards issued 2
State cards used 1
ACCESSIONS:
Total Number of books 9,347
Purchased 337
Added or gifts 113
Withdrawn 98














Planting & Grounds 178.00
Janitorial Services 789.20
Janitorial Supplies 40.83
Interest Charges—Coll. Loan #7274 2,026.75
Miscellaneous 202.90
$ 10,752.25
Automatic Payment to Principal,
Collateral Loan #7274 2,562.61
$ 13,314.86
Balance in Checking Account 1-1-74 130.59
$ 13,445.45
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REPORT OF FUNDS, SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
AND INCOME THEREFROM




TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
Year Ending December 31, 1973
CEMETERY PERPETUAL CARE FUNDS
Common Trust Fund
:
Principal Account : Bal. Jan. 1, 1973 $ 26,745.83
Increase
:
Capital Gains $ 539.23
Error by bank in Savings
Account Entry .27
$ 539.50
Balance December 31, 1973 $ 27,285.33
Accounted for as follows
:
Puritan Fund—1603 Shares $ 13,748.62
Putnam Growth Fund—92 Shares 1,092.14
Putnam Income Fund—679 Shares 6,168.18
Putnam Investors Fund—485 Shares 5,357.88
Littleton Savings Bank— Savings Acct. 918.51
TOTAL $ 27,285.33
Income Account : Balance Unexpended




































Jan. 1, Income During Jan. 1,
Principal 1973 1973 1973 1974




As we enter 1974 with thoughts of energy conserva-
tion and soaring living costs we must also be ever so
aware of fire safety especially in our homes. For too
often this winter season has devastation from fire
struck across our Nation taking precious lives and leav-
ing havoc and financial burden. Make life safety a prior-
ity in our community and take advantage of your Fire
Department by seeking advise and assistance as we are
prepared and willing to serve our citizens.
Our office of Fire Prevention, although in infancy is
offering education in our elementary schools, health
care facilities and private homes. Our message can save
lives and create a safer environment.
In 1973 26 emergency calls were received of which 5
were false alarms, 3 were actual structural fires and the
remainder related calls of assistance, including 2 mutual
aid assists to Littleton and 3 to Sugar Hill.
June brought delivery of our fine new attack pumper
and countless hours of training. We feel proud and con-
fident of these efforts and your support in providing
Franconia with increased fire suppression capability.
TO REPORT A FIRE OR EMERGENCY—DIAL 5644
FOR ASSISTANCE OR BUSINESS—DIAL 8821 or
8458
Our sincere appreciation to all Vv^hom we serve and to




POLICE REPORT FOR 1973
The Police Department has had a busy year, but with
less breaking and entering than a year ago. The De-
partment has cleaned up some of the malicious damage
charges done by Juveniles. Officer Casey has worked
well for the department mostly nights and holidays.
The Lady officers played a big part in traffic duty for
all bicycle races, horse show, Franconia Days and also
for L.M. Pike paving. Both myself and Officer Casey
are still taking courses at Berlin and Lincoln High
school.
Covered 43 accidents, down 3 from a year ago.
46 written warnings, number of oral ones.
Answered 15 minor complaints.
Answered 6 dog complaints.
Court cases for year
:
Motor Vehicle 30, Drug 1, Petty Larceny 7.
Had one Auto-Pedestrian accident which is in the
hands of the County Attorney, waiting to go to court.
Myself and Officer Casey have given assistance to the
State Police on accidents and other police matters.
Have taken a number of speeders to court for using
Main Street and Church Street for a speed way, hope
this year to slow the public down more with Radar.
The department will continue to patrol the back roads
checking houses and the streets as long as we can get
gas for the cruiser.
Everyone please be alert for children going and com-






REPORT OF THE FOREST FIRE
WARDEN AND DISTRICT CHIEF
The New Hampshire Forest Fire Service is represented in ev-
ery town, city or unorganized place in our state by the forest fire
warden. Anyone wishing to kindle an outside fire when the ground
is not covered with snow must first obtain the written permission of
the fire warden. Except for cooking fires, no fire can be kindled
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. unless it is a commercial or in-
dustrial burn or it is raining. The fire warden is assisted in his
work by the District Forest Fire Chief who works for the Depart-
ment of Resources and Economic Development Forest Fire Service.
Fire prevention was, again this year, the most important part
of the Forest Fire Warden's job. Fire statistics show the need with
72% of the fires caused by smoking, debris burning and children.
Smokey the Bear is an important prevention tool but he still needs
much help from the public. Parents should warn their children of
the hazards of playing with matches. Children tend to forget that a





REPORT OF THE FRANCONIA
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
During the past year, the Commission undertook
several projects related to the preservation of natural
assets of the town, as follows
:
It made application to the Ford Foundation for a
grant of $875, to be used in making an inventory of
current land uses in the town. Mr. John Cassista of the
Franconia College faculty gave special help in its
preparation. To date the result of the application has
not been received.
It carried out with generous volunteer help townwide
distribution of a questionnaire seeking citizens' opi-
nions on what conservation action they favored for
Franconia. 167 completed questionnaires were returned,
representing the same number of households.
The results showed strong majorities desiring spe-
cial protection of streams and waterways; the saving
of historic structures like the Stone Furnace and the
Robert Frost house ; town planning and zoning to avoid
density and rapid growth ; vigorous resistance to State
highway planning that V70uld bring trucks through the
town in avoiding the Notch ; and earmarking some town
funds, to be matched by Federal funds, for the acquisi-
tion of open-space land within the town.
The Commission also contacted Highway Commis-
sioner Whitaker about the serious silting of Black
Brook after heavy erosion along northbound 1-93 after
the December flood. Subsequently engineers of the
Highway Department visited the site and talked with
the Chairman, promising immediate action to halt fur-
ther silting, and rebuilding of the embankment in the
Spring to correct the situation permanently.
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Finally, the Commission worked with volunteers vi-
siting residents of Ridge Road, and Wallace Hill Road,
which qualify as scenic roads under the Scenic Roads
Act. Residents and abutters of both roads signed peti-
tions asking the town to vote to so designate these
roads at the next town meeting. If so voted, these roads
could receive State aid for needed improvements with-
out having to meet the usual specifications as to width,
retaining large trees and old stone walls to preserve
their scenic quality.
The Commission wishes to thank the more than
seventy people who signed up as willing to help in
various ways. In the coming year it is expected that
they will form committees to help the Commission ma-










SUMMARY PROGRAM OF THE
WHITE MOUNTAINS REGION ASSOCIATION
Your Region Association, through its promotional and financial
responsibilities, was one of the principal organizers of the White
Mountains Art and Music Festival. This Festival has been acclaimed
as a truly significant contribution to northern New Hampshire and in
1974, with a much larger budget, the program is expected to expand
markedly.
Your Region Association also helped to set up the Hotel-Motel
training program at the Waumbek, Jefferson, N.H. Because your
Association has for many years promoted the region's hotel-motel
industry, the directors felt this training program would effectively
comphment these on-going promotional activities. The responsibili-
ties incurred by your Association were: a questionnaire designed to
answer "Is there a need for the program" and assistance in employ-
ing graduates of the program in the region's hotel-motel industry.
Additionally, your Association set up meetings with hotel-motel own-
ers and managers to work out any problems and to exchange ideas.
Other activities for 1973 included: completion of a canoe and
kayak folder (designed for promotional purposes) , a State requested
survey of flood damage to the private sector of northern New
Hampshire's economy, representation at the Eastern State Exposi-
tion in Springfield, Mass., presentation of 4-H awards in Grafton and
Coos Counties and annual subscriptions of the 4-H National News
Magazine to club leaders, and the annual solicitations of listings for
the New Hampshire Accommodations and Dining Directory and the
Where to Stay folder. Additionally, your Association's executive di-
rector acted as secretary of the N.H. Council of Region Associations,
an organization which works closely with the State's Office of Vaca-
tion Travel.
Your Association for its 1973 annual meeting set up a panel
discussion on the subject of "Wilderness in the White Mountain
National Forest." Panelists included representatives of the N.H.
Snowmobile Association, the Appalachian Mountain Club, the Society
for the Protection of N.H. Forests, Sno-engineering, the wood
products industry in northern New Hampshire, the Sierra Club, the
State's Bureau of Off-Highway Recreation Vehicles, the U.S. Forest
Service and the North Country RC&D Project, Inc.
With regard to legislated matters your Association supported
House Bill relative to Open Space. In large part the directors saw
this bill as an attempt to help preserve our farmlands here in the
region. Furthermore, your Association supported House Bill #10
relative to Off-Highway Vehicles with the exception that the majority
of directors felt snowmobilers should ask the permission of the land-
owners during periods when there is adequate snow cover.
Finally, the executive director spoke on Association activities
both on radio and before several chambers of commerce and rotary
clubs in the region.
Inquiries for the year totaled 5,000.
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